The purpose of this study was to measure the effectiveness of two instructional activities on teacher credential candidates as they learned how to adapt standards-based content lessons and increase vocabulary acquisition for English learners. Responses regarding lesson adaptations for English learners from a lesson plan assignment were used to measure the effectiveness of the activities. The use of the two activities positively contributed to the passage rate on the assignment and the California Teacher Performance Assessments. These results will be used to prepare future teachers in the teacher education program at California State University, Stanislaus to successfully work with English learners.
Methodology
This research project was designed to implement two research-based effective teaching activities for teaching English learners with the assistance of the teacher education faculty in the elementary and secondary education programs at CSUS. This study specifically addressed the objectives of TPE seven, Teaching English Learners: Candidates for a Teaching Credential know and can apply pedagogical theories, principles, and instructional practices for comprehensive instruction of English learners (CCTC, 2009 ). Forty-seven participants from the elementary education program reading methods class and the secondary education program yearlong methods class participated in a study to analyze the effectiveness of using two research-based activities. The first activity was used to improve the acquisition of vocabulary and concepts used in these respective courses related to the participants content areas, and the second to have the opportunity to use Bloom's Taxonomy as a questioning guide to provide a variety of ways for them to ask questions to check for student understanding. The researchers agreed to role model and facilitate these two teaching activities in each of their courses. The credential candidates had the opportunity to practice these activities with their peers using a peer-coaching model to simulate the actual implementation of these activities during their field practicum. Credential candidates then designed lessons that included these adaptations for their ELs at their school-site classrooms. Their school-site classrooms contained at least 15% EL students. Finally, the candidates had the opportunity to apply them to their TPA practice lesson plans.
The credential candidates in these classes completed two TPA practice lesson plan assignments. A four-point rubric was used with a passing score of 3 or 4. The first lesson plan assignment was given to the credential candidates after receiving general information regarding appropriate adaptations for ELs. The faculty observed a lack of teacher directed learning vocabulary comprehension; creating specific graphic organizers; providing specific instructions for pair-share activities; providing visual aids for vocabulary words; utilizing different levels of questioning to check for understanding; extra time on assignments; use of note cards on assessments; using the 4-Corner activity; and, incorporating the six questioning cues on the revised Bloom's Taxonomy.
Conclusion
The responses indicated that focusing on two effective research-based activities in the credential classes improved the credential candidates' ability to make adaptations for ELs in their lesson plans. Activities were used in order to assist students with the acquisition of content-based vocabulary and concepts and increase student talk to check for understanding in a variety of ways. The research indicated that the faculty in the Teacher Education Department at CSUS should continue to discuss and role model effective instructional activities in all of the program classes. "Teacher education programs can use TPA data to flag program needs, guide improvements, and track progress" (Darling-Hammond, 2010, p.23) . Moreover, the increased use of appropriate adaptation on lesson plans and TPAs informed the faculty that they were moving in the right direction of meeting the instructional needs of ELs and effectively teaching learning activities that will ultimately assist our credential candidates with the transition to the Common Core Standards.
